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42-Day Mountaineering Course in Patagonia

Master the art of mountaineering in Chilean Patagonia

From climbing to the summit of snow-capped peaks to trekking 
on a pristine glacier, and mastering how to use an ice axe to 
learning cooking techniques, the Patagonia Mountaineering 
course gives you have the opportunity to enjoy the real range 
of extremes that mountaineering life contains! For 40 days your 
home will be a remote ice cap in Chilean Patagonia, where 
you will learn the mountaineering skills you need to thrive in 
the backcountry, ultimately reaching a level that you would feel 
confident planning your own expeditions in future. With a number 
of landscapes, weathers and adventures to enjoy on the way, this 
mountaineering course is bound to get you hooked… marking 
just the start of your mountaineering days!

“The trip was great fun 
and a good introduction 
to the technical side of 

mountaineering. The 
guides were amazing - very 

informative, safety conscious 
and professional. Brilliant 
job, well run and a friendly 

atmosphere!”
Ian L., Student, 2007

Highlights
Obtain a WEA (Wilderness Education Association) “Outdoor Leader” certification, a WMO 
(Wilderness Medical Outfitter) “Wilderness First Aid” certification, an Avalanche Level I 
Certification, and a “Leave No Trace” practitioner certification. Learning a variety of things 
from your experienced and qualified guides, including: ‘Leave No Trace’ camping and 
cooking skills; crampon, belay and rope techniques, knowledge about glacial travel, the 
environment, local flora and fauna, and Patagonian natural history; practising leadership 
skills; and building group dynamics.

Location
The course takes place in the world Biosphere Reserve of Laguna San Rafael National Park. 
This park of 1.7 million hectares encompasses the entire Northern Ice Cap and a third of 
the Southern Ice Cap covering old glacial valleys, beech forest, rocky ridges and higher up 
to the snowy expanses of the ice cap itself. The Course commences from the small town 
of Coyhaique, Chile and move onto the Northern Ice Cap (Campo de Hielo Norte) for the 
duration of the trip. The access to the Northern Ice Cap is approximately five hours drive 
from Coyhaique, deep in the beautiful Aysen region of Chile.

Field Conditions
After an initial two-day period at base camp in Coyhaique you will head out to camp in the 
remote Patagonian wilderness. Your home will be high-quality mountain tents, and you will 
learn skills of cooking, cleaning and surviving in the wilderness. All food is provided but 
the group will cook together. In the field you will be sharing a tent with 2 other students. 
If conditions allow or demand we will spend some nights in snow caves. Be prepared for 
diverse weather conditions!

Prices:
GBP£2,995.00 

EUR€4,195.00

AUS$6,890.00  +

US$5,990.00 +

Duration:
42 Days

Group Size:
Six participants.

Over 150 volunteer projects worldwide rely on GVI. So can you
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Next Steps . . .
All GVI staff visit the project sites regularly, and have all volunteered and travelled themselves. 
Therefore they have an in-depth knowledge and boundless enthusiasm, which helps to 
ensure that your booking process runs smoothly and efficiently. Please either give us a call 
to ask more about this trip and / or refer back to our website for full details on dates, costs, 
booking information, latest news from the field and booking online.

GVI Europe
www.gvi.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0) 1727 250 250
Email: 	info@gvi.co.uk
Office:	3 High Street, St Albans, 
	 Herts, AL3 4ED
	 United Kingdom

GVI Ireland
www.gvi-ireland.com
Telephone: +1 850 885 880
Email: info@gvi-ireland.com
Office:	Graigueshoneen, Old Road
	 Kilmacthomas, Co Waterford
	 Ireland

GVI North America
www.gviusa.com
Telephone: +1 888 653 6028
Email:	 info@gviusa.com
Office:	252 Newbury St., Suite 4
	 Boston, MA, 02116
	 USA

GVI Australia
www.gviaustralia.com
Telephone: +61 1300 795 013
Email: 	info@gviaustralia.com
Office:	Suite 1412, 227 Collins St.
	 Melbourne, VIC 3000
	 Australia

click here to return to the Course Overview on our website

Booking Information
What’s Included
Pre-departure support, a 24-hour emergency phone line, Professional instruction throughout 
the six weeks, from qualified and experienced guides, transportation for the duration of 
the course, all food, Tents, Plastic mountaineering boots, all group cooking equipment, 
all technical climbing equipment, all snow equipment, all safety equipment including first 
aid kits (except personal prescription medications), maps and compasses, Wilderness 
First Aid Practitioner qualification, Leave No Trace Practitioner qualification, Avanlance 1 
qualification.

What’s Not Included
Transportation to and from Coyhaique, including international and domestic flights, Personal 
equipment, Lodging before and after the course, Gratuity for your guides.

The Booking Process
Once GVI receives your application form, one of our experienced regional coordinators will 
give you a call to find out if you have any further questions, or simply want to find out 
more about volunteering. All GVI staff regularly visit the project sites, and have volunteered 
and travelled themselves, so have an in-depth knowledge and boundless enthusiasm that 
ensures your application process runs smoothly and efficiently.

Arrival And Departure Information
Arrive into Balmaceda Airport (BBA) where good transfer buses are available to Coyhaique 
(45 mins). Local accommodation can be sought for you in Coyhaique prior to the 
commencement of the expedition.
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